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XLIX. T he Cafe of a Patient , who voided a 
large Stone through the Perineum from the 
Urethra. Communicated to the Royal So¬ 
ciety by Mr. Jofeph Warner, Surgeon , of 
Guy’s Hofpital\ to whom this Memoir was 
addreffed , for that Purpofe , by Dr. Frewen, 
of Rye in Suflex. 

Read Nov. 19, TTEnry Taught, of Haftings in Suflex, 
l? XI aged feventy-fix, a ftrong hail 
man, and naturally of a good conftitution, was never 
fubjedl to any nephritic or gravelly complaints for al- 
moft feventy years; but enjoyed, for the mod part, 
* good fhare of health, (though he had been expofed, 
the greateft part of his life-time, as a mariner, to the 
irregularities and inclemencies of that element, to 
which his occupation engaged him) till about fix or 
feven years ago, when he had fome gravelly com¬ 
plaints, and uneafinefs in making water j which in- 
creafed upon him progreffively; and, for the laft two 
years, he had lo much pain in fitting, that he was 
obliged to ufe a perforated chair, made for that pur¬ 
pofe. But, for fome months pall, his increafed pain 
would not permit him to fit at all, evep at his meals, 
which he ufed to take either Handing or lying. When 
he firft came to be in this painful fituation, there ap¬ 
peared a prominence on the right fide of the peri- 
naeum, towards the hinder part of the fcrotum ; 
which, increafing by degrees, felt hard and fuperfi- 
cial for fome time j and the parts all about it grew lb 
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extremely fore, and tender, that, at length, on the 
24th of September laft, upon his getting out of bed, 
a laceration thereof happened; and the ftone, here¬ 
with {hewn to this learned Society, was voided, falling 
down upon the floor. 

Five days after this happened, I went to fee the 
patient, in order to get a perfect knowledge of the 
circumftances of the fad j the particulars of which I 
then communicated to my worthy friend Mr. Warner, 
furgeon, of Guy’s hofpital in London $ who returned 
me a fatisfadory account, from his own obfervations, 
of the manner by which a ftone is contained in the 
urethra, &c. which I (hall take the liberty of infert- 
ing, after fubmitting to the luperior judgment of this 
Society, a lhort account of what I apprehended to be 
the original procefs of nature, in the produdion of 
Inch a phenomenon. 

Dr. Boerhaave hath obferved, from experiment, 
that if a quantity of recent urine be fet, to digeft in a 
tall glafs, with a heat no greater than that of a healthy 
man’s body, for the lpace of three or four days, it 
will continually grow more and more red, foetid, ca¬ 
daverous, and alkaline, throwing off a ftony matter 
to the fides of the veffel. From whence we learn, 
that calculous matter, by too long a detention of this 
excrementitious fluid in the bladder, may be eafily 
generated j and a fmall portion thereof, in its dis¬ 
charge from thence with the urine, may happen to 
be obftruded in the paffage of the urethra, fo as to 
be incapable of getting either forward or backward, 
and thereby become the bafis of a ftone; which, in- 
creafing by the urinous fupplies, may be accumulated 
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to as great a bulk as the part containing it will ad¬ 
mit oft 

Now, “ the urethra, in cafes of this kind,” ac¬ 
cording to the obfervation of my learned friend, 
“ becomes a cyft, which cyft acquires a great degree. 
“ of hardnefs, and remains compaCt and whole, till 
“ an inflammation is produced by its incapacity of 
“ admitting any farther diftenfiou; which inflam- 
“ mation is foon after communicated to the integu- 
“ ments, by which means they become painful, 
“ tender, and are eafily lacerated.” And this de- 
fcription feems to correfpond exactly with what hath 
happened in. the cafe of this old man. 

Ever fince the ftone came away, this patient hath 
difcharged no urine but by the wound; which, when 
I laft faw him, was fo much contracted, as to be no 
bigger than to admit into it a fmall finger, and the 
parts were grown callous about it., I would have re¬ 
commended him to proper care on that occafion; but 
he would by no means hearken to me; feeming to be 
very, happy in being freed from the cruel burden of 
the ftone j and not regarding, I fuppofe, at his time 
of life, whether he could be helped in the difcharge 
of his urine any other way. 


Hatton-Qarden, London, Nov. 12, 1761. 

A S I am defired by Dr. Frewen, in a letter to me, 
bearing date the yth inftant, to add whatever I 
fhall think expedient to his memoir, I have, in con- 
fequence of this requeft, taken the liberty of ob- 
ferving, from a former letter of Dr. Frewen to me, 
bearing date the 17th of October laft, that when this 
furprizingly large calculus was firft voided, which was 
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on the 24th of September 1761, it weighed fix ounces 
and two drachms; that on the 29th of the fame month 
it weighed fix ounces, wanting one drachm and fifteen 
grains. On the 1 ith of October following, it weighed 
fix ounces, wanting three drachms and one fcruple. 
On the 17th of the fame month, it weighed fix ounces. 
Wanting three drachms and half. 

Give me leave to add farther to this paper, by ob- 
ferving, that, about March laft, I produced two very 
remarkable calculi to the Royal Society, for their in- 
fpedtion; when they did me the honour to defire a 
written account of the cafe of the perfon, in whofe. 
urethra they were lodged. The whole of what I 
think worth troubling the Society with, upon this 
occafion, is, that they had been for many years lodged 
in the urethra of one Robert Bolley, a young man, 
aged about twenty-two, and that they had produced 
no great inconvenience, or pain, till of late, when the 
integuments began to inflame >. which inflammation, 
comoaenced not long before he was put under my 
care. The confequence of this change in the parts 
was extreme torture, a fevere fymptomatic fever, 
great wafting-away of the whole body, and almoft a 
continual and involuntary difcharge of fmall quanti¬ 
ties of urine. 

The miferable objed I have been juft now defcrib- 
ing, was recommended to my afiiftance, by my in¬ 
genious friend and acquaintance Dr. Wollafton, of 
Bury in Suffolk, in whofe neighbourhood this patient 
lived, and from whence he was conveyed to London 
in a waggon. 

The parts were then arrived to fo great a degree of 
diftention, inflammation, and tendernefs, that, upon 
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the journey, they burft, and there was difcharged thro 
an opening made in the perinaeum (that is, the fpace 
betwixt the anus and fcrotum) one of thefe ftones; 
the other ftone remained firmly fixed in the urethra, 
which I eafily removed, having firfi: cut away as much 
of the difeafed integuments of the acceleratores urinae 
mufcles, and diftended urethra, as I judged neceffary 
to be removed for this purpofe. After the removal 
of thefe parts, I brought together the lips of the 
wound, and kept them fo, by means of that future 
which furgeons call the twilled future, till the parts 
were united, which was effected in, about a fortnight. 
Before the future was applied, I introduced a duCtile 
inftrument, of a convenient fize, through the penis 
into the bladder, by which means, the paffage was 
kept equally diftended. 

This operation fo effectually anfwered my expecta¬ 
tion, as totally to remove the incontinence of urine, as 
well as every other lymptom that had attended the 
complaint j and the patient was, in a Ihort time, re- 
ftored to his ufual healthy ftate and corpulency. 

N. B. In the two inftances I have juft now re¬ 
lated, as well as in the cafe of Thomas Bingham, 
whole hiftory I communicated to this Society, on the 
13th of December 1759, (vide Philofophical Tranf- 
aCtions for the year 1760.) I mull obferve, that thefe 
patients, according to the bell information I could 
get, were never attacked with a fuppreffion of urine, 
of a regular fit of the Hone j for which reafons, I 
conclude, that the formation of thefe calculi did ori¬ 
ginally commence in the urethra itfelf, and that the 
ftream of urine, in its courfe from the bladder through 
e the 
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the penis, had gradually formed thofe grooves, or 
channels, fo apparent on the furfaces of thefe com¬ 
pact and hard bodies, over which they occafionally 
were voided j by this means, a paffage for the urine 
always remained open and unobftrudted. [ Vide 
<Tab. IX. & X.} 

Plate IX. reprefents the fize, fhape, and appear¬ 
ance, of the ftone, in different attitudes, with 
the grooves on its fuperior furface, that was 
voided through a laceration of the perinaeum, as 
has been above defcribed, in the cafe of Henry 
Taught, of Haftings in Suflex. 

Plate X. reprefents the two ftones that were lodged 
in the perinaeum of Robert Bolley, a young man 
of twenty-two years of age, as has been already 
mentioned, with their polifhed furfaces. 

A and B, where they came in contact with each 
other. 

In the feme plate, are thefe two ftones joined to¬ 
gether, with their feveral eminences and deprefe 
Sons, and as they lay in contact with each other 
in the periimtm. 
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